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mass of information on the municipalities. The effect will be to add 
interest to these most vital elements of imperial life, and for this reason 
the author deserves our thanks. 

The value of the work, however, is greatly lessened by defects in its 
preparation. One serious fault is the intolerable style. The following is 
a characteristic passage (p. 476) : 

An interesting general regulation was established by the senatus- 
consultum Hosidianum of the year 56 A, D., which checked the destruc- 
tion of buildings in the municipalities without provision being made for 
their reconstruction. In the fundamental law of Tarentum there is a 
provision that no structure is to be pulled down excepting for the pur- 
pose of replacing it by a better, without the permission of the Roman 
senate, and if this rule is violated, anyone may sue the offender for the 
value of the building, which will be forfeited to the municipality. 

Worse than the long, rambling structure of these sentences is the fact 
that phrases and subordinate clauses are misplaced, to the confusion of 
the thought. 

A defect perhaps even more serious than obscure, misleading phrase- 
ology is the total absence of references to sources and authorities. The 
idea that students are to receive in open-mouthed awe the teachings 
of the infallible master, unsupported by visible evidence, has long been 
obsolete, at least in America. In our universities one of the chief aims 
of instruction is to prepare the student to make his own independent 
way among authorities and sources. For " the higher teaching of stu- 
dents ", therefore, the volume in its present condition will be of little 
service. The same absence of evidence, while depriving the book of 
nearly all its value as a work of reference or as a help to scholars, 
makes it extremely difficult to estimate the author's accuracy of state- 
ment or soundness of interpretation. His ability as a scholar is un- 
doubted ; and yet a careful examination of certain chapters has convinced 
the reviewer that the word of the author cannot be considered so authori- 
tative as to need no basis of evidence. If, however, Professor Reid will 
prepare a new edition in more precise and intelligible language and with 
full references to his sources of information, he will do a great service 
to scholarship and to higher education in the field; otherwise the work 
will have to be done by someone else. 

George Willis Botsford. 

Gnostiques et Gnosticisme: Etude Critique des Documents du Gnos- 
ticisme Chretien aux II e et III e Siecles. Par Eugene de Faye, 
Directeur d'fitudes a 1'F.cole Pratique des Hautes fitudes. [Bib- 
liotheque de l'ficole des Hautes fitudes, Sciences Religieuses, 
vol. 27.] (Paris: Ernest Leroux. 1913. Pp. ii, 480.) 
M. Faye's intention was not to investigate the origins of Gnosticism 
or to construct its total history. He has undertaken a critical study of 
the documents. Since the accounts in the Church Fathers are notoriously 
prejudiced and distorted, he will rely primarily on surviving fragments 
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of Gnostic writings and gain from them an impression which will pro- 
vide a critical control of the representations of their opponents and 
allow a distinction between the original teachings of masters like Basilides 
or Valentine and the views developed later by their adherents. It may be 
possible then to ascertain the manner in which a leading Gnostic sect 
was born and developed and to have thereby a guide for the study of 
sects known only by ecclesiastical polemics against them. In this method 
M. Faye rests his claim to any degree of novelty or originality. His 
work contains a systematic criticism of the notable work of Bousset, 
Hauptprobleme der Gnosis (1907), who is viewed as too dependent on 
the Patristic use of bizarre and contradictory elements found in undis- 
criminated sources. Bousset, moreover, tends to find resemblances, to 
generalize, to reduce to a few types. M. Faye excels in distinctions, in 
detecting differences, in individualizing. As here individualized and 
studied from actual or virtual sources, Basilides, Valentine, Heracleon, 
and Ptolemy are found to be essentially Christian moralists with a certain 
bold bent to speculation. Criticism of the ecclesiastical accounts reduces 
the amount and complexity of these symbolic speculations and shows these 
Gnostics at least as more essentially Christian religionists. It is probable 
that M. Faye will find assent in the main on this point. In the case of 
Marcion also he is successful in opposing Bousset and in intensifying 
Harnack's appreciation of Marcion as a Biblical exegete rather than a 
philosopher. 

While this interesting application of historical criticism results in 
some clear gain, it is far from clear that the total result is acceptable. 
Apart from some incidental observations M. Faye ignores the question 
of non-Christian origin and analogies, and he tends therefore to con- 
ceive the process as beginning with comparatively dignified and tem- 
perate Christian thinkers and degenerating through the puerilities and 
crudities of succeeding generations of inferior intellectual power. He 
leaves the impression of deriving school from school within the horizons 
of Christianity. The nobler earlier groups were driven to speculation 
by their acute interest in the problem of sin and redemption. Their suc- 
cessors offer variations of their teaching. About 200 A. D. there is a 
rapid decomposition and melange of these circles, the adoption of sacra- 
mental rites from other syncretistic cults, a loss of thought, a tendency 
to the irrational and occult, and to licentiousness. 

On the other hand Bousset studied Gnosticism by a religionsgeschicht- 
liche Methode, keenly interested in the sources of the speculative and 
mythological conceptions adopted by Gnostics. The net result of his 
study is a picture of a syncretistic pagan movement, with a medley of 
obscure Oriental origins, coming in contact first with Judaism and estab- 
lishing relations with its conceptions. Then, as instanced by Cerinthus 
and Satornilus, it makes borrowings from Christianity and reaches a 
higher metaphysical expression in the more Christian Basilides and 
Valentine. But the whole mongrel movement sweeps on and finds other 
less noble expressions which are to be analyzed and understood not with 
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reference to Valentine but to the general background. This total view, 
based on researches not only of Bousset but of Reitzenstein, Usener, 
Dieterich, and Cumont, can hardly be supplanted by that offered by Faye, 
though the latter's critical discriminations provide improvements in 
detail. 

Faye's treatment comes to a decisive test in the consideration of the 
group described in Irenaeus I. xxx. Here a feminine principle (the 
Mother, the Holy Spirit) has a role analogous to the Logos. Faye styles 
this circle Les Adeptes dc la Mere, meaning that they originated this 
conception (ca. 160) and that all other groups supporting it are sub- 
divisions of this sect (<?. g. Barbelognostics) or are borrowers from them 
(e. g. Marcosians). Faye refuses to ask what influenced them so to 
enthrone this feminine principle and simply insists that the circle appears 
after Basilides and Valentine. They spontaneously introduce this new 
element (the Mother) into a Valentinian complex of ideas. But here 
Faye's love of discriminating differences leaves him. It is difficult to 
view the system as a variant expression of Valentine's or to regard the 
Barbelognostics as a mere sub-variety of the circle of Irenaeus I. xxx. 
Both the latter are composite systems and betray a common background 
in a triadic conception (Father, Mother, Son). In the system of Marcus, 
equally composite, the notion of the divine Mother is the basis of a 
sacrament, and presumably then old, not new. These various propa- 
gandists of composite systems are contemporary and alike imply an 
original and simpler Gnostic type in which the heavenly Mother is a 
prominent element. Bousset tried to show that the Valentinian specula- 
tion also must have rested on this original triadic conception and that 
the original type is explicable from ancient Babylonian and Persian 
sources. The reviewer is convinced that Bousset's position is secure 
and that it furnishes the clue to this tangled evolution. 

Francis A. Christie. 

BOOKS OF MEDIEVAL AND MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Englische Verfassungsgeschichte bis sum Regierungsantritt der 
Konigin Victoria. Von Julius Hatschek, Professor an der 
Universitat Gottingen. [Handbuch der Mittelalterlichen und 
Neueren Geschichte, herausgegeben von G. von Below und F. 
Meinecke.] (Munich and Berlin: R. Oldenbourg. 19T3. Pp. 
x, 761.) 

Dr. Hatschek is no tyro in the study of the English constitution. 
His work on English constitutional law (1905-1906) was recognized as 
a very valuable exposition, and its second volume, on administration, as 
an important contribution to English political science. Other lesser 
works show long and careful study in this field. Since the publishing of 
his Staatsrecht, he appears to have been working back through the 
enormous material incident to a study of English government from the 



